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Exhibition “Timeless Existence: Photographs by Rajesh Nair” on View at the American Institute of Architects Headquarters Gallery November 12, 2008 through February 27, 2009
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October XX, 2008—Presented at the American Institute of Architects (AIA) Headquarters Gallery by the Octagon, the museum of the American Architectural Foundation (AAF), Timeless Existence features forty-five evocative black-and-white photographs of the little visited country of Bhutan.  Often referred to as the “last Shangri-La” due to its centuries of isolation and continued remoteness, Bhutan’s traditional architecture and dramatic landscapes are the primary subjects of photographer Rajesh Nair.  Opening on November 12, 2008, the exhibition will remain on view through February, 2009.

Nair’s photographs allow the viewer to experience the timeless quality of Bhutan’s traditional structures set in the dramatic landscape of this mountainous country.  By using black and white film, Nair has created images of buildings and landscapes that seem untouched by time.  Whitewashed monasteries cling to mountain sides and imposing dzongs guard major towns.  Dzongs originally were fortresses and administrative and religious centers.  They no longer serve a defensive purpose but they are still hubs of government and faith.  Many Bhutanese structures are built of packed mud over wood framing, and their wooden facades and cornices are carved and decoratively painted.  Nair sees his work as an important record of an endangered architectural landscape—buildings can’t be placed in a museum, but they can be preserved on film.  

Rajesh Nair was born in Bombay, India and earned a degree in zoology.  He is a keen musician who trained in Italy before taking up photography.  He studied at the Washington School of Photography, where he now leads workshops in architectural photography.  Nair has traveled extensively in Europe, North Africa, and Asia, and has lived in both Italy and Bhutan.  His principal interest as a photographer is to document endangered architecture.  His photographs have been featured in numerous exhibitions in the United States and Europe, and his images of Itria, Italy and Bhutan are presented in the book Parallel Dimensions.

The American Architectural Foundation (AAF) is a national nonprofit organization that seeks to educate individuals and community leaders about the power of architecture to improve lives and transform the places where we live, learn, work and play.  Through numerous outreach programs including exhibitions, grants, and education resources, AAF aims to inspire people to become thoughtful and engaged stewards of the world around them.  AAF is headquartered in the Octagon, a historic house located near the White House.
The American Institute of Architects Headquarters Gallery is located directly behind the Octagon, at 1735 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC.  The gallery hours are 8:30 am to 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday.  Admission is free. 

