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Introdwction

In this book, I present p/[oiogr@ﬂ/}fc sketches and impressions
documenting ry CO/npe///ng JouUrney across Vietnar, a captivating
land so diverse in landscape and culture. tWith AreaZ‘/n‘a,éinj
mowuntans and infinmte white—sanded coast/ine, and Filled in betiveen
with emerald green rice paddies, it has no pardlle! in s naural
.éeaaiy . This book is a tribute o its defiant peop/e, who Aave
resisted a// odds and preserved its unigue cultural heritage. Much
of the phoiogrcgphs in the book are Spontaneous portrats of
pecple that I came across during sy long travel. Others are
environmental portrails of pecple embedded in heir appealing
landscape and wnigte lifestyle. The phctographs as I see thers are
very wnprelentious, wnintibited and IngentoUs.

THhs was an engcg/nj Crave! which took me across the country
Frorr Che mowuntans in Che north east 2o .éasz‘//ng cities like Hano
and Yo CHhl Mink, o cultural and Aistoric centers such as Hue
and Hoi An and, in the south, to the spectacular ' pear! island’ Phu
Juoc, in the gult of Thailand. The book éejfns erith portrats of
2he Black Tha and ¥/ ‘Mong pecple who rmake wup the largest ethnic
runorities in the northeastern part of the country on the
mountans of Sapa. There are p/?oiogr@ﬂ/ms I Zook in the cities of
Yano! and Ho Chi Mink, where the streets are Scoarned Ay



Zhowusands of Aazz/ng motorbikes and ommpresent bicycles. By
dusk 2he city Sidecoalks transforn into outdoor eateries, where
Che ar s Filled with the aroma of pungent herds and spices and of
Sowunds of peop/e L(na)/ha//hﬂ afler Cheir hectic o/Q}/.

%a/ong bay, a Unesco world heritage Site /s made wp of hundreds
and thousands of limestone pinnacles protruding From the waters.
Sowth of >‘/a/on3 Bay lies the spectacular 1sland of” Cat Ba, cohere
I photographed some of the many ﬁoal‘fng \////62335 nestled in the
bay. Some of the PhStographs are voyeuristic, Ar/njfng an insight
into the daily ves of the £ishermen.

In the riverside town of Yoi An in central Vietrnam, the narrow
Streets with their Craditional éa//o//n35 F£romt early nineteenth
century or earlier provided an enchanting camas to capture the daly
Flow of life.

The book ends cith p/?oiogrgp/?\s Fronr Zhe recqged 1sland of Phe
Quoc, Laken cwhile Z‘ra\/e//nj across the island on a motorbife on the
dirt roads. The silhouette of children aganst the sunset provided
2he perfect end Zo an aASoré/ng Journey through Vietrnar.

( {2/'35/7 Nair
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